
camera can come close to its ability to see. This 
technique makes it possible to differentiate from what 
the eye sees and what the camera records.  This is 
principally because the image is isolated from its 
surrounding.  In itself, this is an excellent topic for 
exploration.   
 
Try this.  Get an A4 (A3 is better) sheet of paper and cut a 
ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎǳƭŀǊ ƘƻƭŜ мллƳƳ Ȅ мрлƳƳ όпέ Ȅ сέ ƛƴ ƻƭŘ ƳƻƴŜȅύΦ  
These dimensions mimic the actual scale of a normal 
άорƳƳέ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƛȊŜ 
taken by a basic digital camera. You can also make other 
sheets with different sized holes, but in doing so, try to 
keep the ratio of height to width as a 2:3 proportion.   
 
DŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ŀǊƳǎΩ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
look around.  Get them to think about the differences 
they see.  Try varying from landscape (ie horizontal 
emphasis) to portrait.  Think about how this changes 
what they see.  Bring the sheet closer to your face, and 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ άǿƛŘŜŀƴƎƭŜέ ǾƛŜǿΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
use a sheet with a smaller hole, you isolate more of the 
subject from its background (one of the purposes of a 
telephoto shot, in addition to bringing far away objects 
nearer).  As one child is using the camera, others can be 
pre-planning their shot using this very simple technique. 
 

How can I use PhotoArch in the classroom? 

What kind of projects could we set?  
Primary school children have a very strong visual 
awareness.  Photography is an excellent tool for them to 
look at something to provide a reference point for 
thinking about what they have seen.  
 
The Trust has prepared another brief booklet (called 
PhotoArch in the Classroom) looking at some of the 
opportunities that PhotoArch can provide. We also 
provide a number of links from our photoarch.org.uk 
web site to places of useful information.  

 

PhotoArch.org.uk  
 

A national heritage photographic  

competition for primary schools in Scotland  

Any other questions??   
Please do not hesitate to contact us at: 
 
The Scottish Civic Trust  

The Tobacco Merchantõs House 

42 Miller Street  GLASGOW G1 1DT  

t. 0141-221-1466 

e. photoarch@scottishcivictrust.org.uk  

www.scottishcivictrust.org.uk  

Photography, as a powerful medium of expression 

and communication, offers an infinite variety of 

perception, interpretation and execution   
- Ansel Adams  

 

 

PhotoArch.org.uk  
 

A national heritage photographic  

competition for primary schools in Scotland  

PhotoArch is a heritage photographic competition 
organised by The Scottish Civic Trust with the 
support of Historic Scotland.  
It feeds into the International Heritage Photographic 
Experience, which is endorsed by the Council of Europe 
under its Our Common Heritage initiative. 

Questions, queries  

and quandaries  

 
Participation in 

PhotoArch  


